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KEEPING THE FAITH

“God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them 

created mankind.”  Genesis 1:27 

Imago Dei refers to the unique imprint 
G o d p l a c e d u p o n h u m a n i t y, 
identifying people as a special 
creation-Imago Dei is Latin for the 
“image of God.”  The Bible moment… 

The fact that humans are made in the 
image of God is one of the most 
important biblical revelations for 
Christ ians, but most viciously 
attacked by non-believers.     

The questions we must deal with if 
indeed we are created in the image of 
God, and He has placed His unique 
imprint upon us, why the endless 
murders, rapes, stabbings, massacres, 
and other forms of violence?  How can 
humans be created in the image of 
God when we commit such evil acts of 
violence toward each other?  How do 
we explain our lust for power, the 

destruction of our fellow man, the 
building up of our military might, and 
escalation of wars?  In the face of such 
violent humanity, how can we say we 
are superior to the animal kingdom?  

There are two things to note about 
being created in the image of God: 
Humans have a spirit, and the ability 
to know the difference between right 
and wrong, good and evil.   

Our human spirit provides evidence 
that God’s traits like love, justice and 
freedom to choose are alive in us-thus 
making us different than animals.  The 
human spirit enables us to reason, 
have emotions, such as love and anger 
and to understand that we have value. 

Another quality we share with God is 
the moral ability to recognize good 
and evil, which God demonstrated 
through Adam and Eve from the 
beginning.  So as free moral agents we 
can act freely in a morally good or evil 
way.  We can choose either to shine 
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forth “the moral image of God or flat out reject it, but 
either way, the ability to make the choice reveals our 
underlying similarity to our Creator.”   

It should be emphasized that humans are different than 
the rest of creation; the immense gulf separating self-
realization from consciousness and morality from 
amorality speak to the strong evidence that we are 
indeed made in the image of God.  

When Adam looked for a mate, he quickly understood 
that he would not be able to find one  

suitable among the animal kingdom.  Among all of 
creation, we are uniquely made Imago Dei.   

 What a privilege to be created in the image of God.  
There was a time in creation when the Godhead 
spoke, “Let US make man in OUR image…and let 
them rule over the animals…”  (Genesis 1:26-27) 
Mankind is far superior, created with greater value, 
for nobler purposes, and with the greatest potential 
than the rest of God’s creation.  You are worthy, you 
are important, you are created in the image of God! 

   SCIENCE AND THE WORD

• Everett Harris had his surgery 
on Friday to redirect the fluid 
on his brain to the right place. 
He is out of surgery and 
everything went perfect! 
Thank you Lord! Please 
continue to pray for him and 
Meredith and Craig.  He is 
still at Children’s Hospital.  
Please keep prayers going on 
his behalf.  1600 7th Avenue, 
Room 1003, Birmingham, AL 
35233. 

• Faye S e a l s is home and 
continues to recuperate from 
her hip surgery.  Please 
continue to send cards and 
remember her in your prayers. 

• B r i a n B o n n e r had been 
struggling with his blood 
pressure and anemia.  He 
continues to be under doctor’s 
care at the moment. 

• Becky Keith has completed 
her cancer treatments and is 
recuperating.   

• Some of our brethren are 
struggling with different 

issues.  Please pray for each 
other by name and as a whole.   

• Billy Birtley’s surgery has 
been scheduled for August 12 
at Princeton Hospital. His 
doctor said his cancer is 
curable so let’s keep on 
praying that everything will 
go well. 

• Jack Whisenhunt will have 
knee replacement surgery on 
August 7 at East Alabama 
Hospital in Opelika. 

• If you are willing to help with  
the information line during 
July, please let Ginger know 
on Sunday. 

• Make plans to visit some of 
our widows and widowers this 
week.  They would appreciate 
your zeal and your concern. 

• Spanish services at 4:00 p.m. 
• Mark your calendars!  Fall 

Gospel Meeting with Phil 
Robertson is scheduled for 
October 13-16.  
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Worship Assignments

A truth that we all need to realize concerning 
religion is that  “Christianity is religion, but all 
religion is not Christianity”. The apostle Paul was a 
sincere and honest individual while professing the 
sect of his religion, but he acknowledges that he was 
wrong (Acts 26:5).  

In Galatians 1:13-14 he says:  “For you have heard of 
my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted 
the church of God beyond measure and tried to 
destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many 
of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 
fathers.” We can learn from this that Paul’s zeal was 
not a substitute for doing the right thing. Men may 
be deceived in a false religion (James 1:26).  

True religion is what we do, not something that we 
get. “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27). Won’t you strive to practice the 
religion of Christianity as the early disciples did 
(Acts 11:26)? 

RELIGION
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